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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for generating source code objects has steps of 
generating a plurality of logical models using a plurality of 
modeling tools; translating each of the plurality of logical 
models into corresponding ones of a plurality of unified 
models; generating a system definition comprising a plural- 
ity of templates, each defining at least one service within a 
framework; and generating at least one source code object as 
a function of at least one of said plurality of unified models, 
and at least one of said plurality of templates. The method 
can be carried out in a system employing a plurality of 
modeling tools; a plurality of model adaptors; a repository 
adaptor tool receiving logical models from the modeling 
tools, and translating the logical models into unified models 
by applying ones of the plurality of model adaptors to the 
logical models; a schema repository; a schema server receiv- 
ing the unified models and storing the unified models in a 
schema repository; a plurality of templates each defining at 
least one service within a framework; and a code generator 
generating source code objects as a function of ones of the 
templates, and ones of the unified models. 

20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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AUTOMATICALLY GENERATED OBJECTS 
WITHIN EXTENSIBLE OBJECT 
FRAMEWORKS AND LINKS TO 
ENTERPRISE RESOURCES 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to automatically generated 
source code, and more particularly to automatically gener- 
ated object-oriented source code. Even more particularly, the 
present invention relates to automatically generated source 
code objects within extensible object frameworks and links 
to enterprise resources. 

Object-oriented applications organize data and routines 
together into encapsulated units referred to as objects. 
Object-oriented applications lead to modular software sys- 
tems that have increased flexibility and are easy to alter and 
maintain. 

An object model is a formal description of an object- 
oriented application. Semantic elements of an object model 
describe object classes, attributes of object classes, relation- 
ships between object classes and inheritance between object 
classes. An object model provides a powerful mechanism to 
represent the real world, for example, because objects carry 
information about inherited characteristics and relationships 
with other objects. 

For example, the object model of a patient record may 
contain many classes, such as "drug treatments." The drug 
treatments class can have attributes, such as "dosage"; 
relationships, such as "drug treatments" is related to "medi- 
cations"; and inheritances, such as "anasesia" inherits from 
"medications". 

The difference between a relational database management 
system and an object oriented application is that an object 
"knows" what operations can be performed on its data, 
whereas a relational database management system only has 
a set of generic operations that can be performed on its 
tuples. The semantics available in an object model are not 
preserved in a relational database. For example, in an object 
model "anasesia" knows that it is related to "drug treatment" 
and inherits from "medications". In contrast, a relational 
database represents this information as three separate data 
tables with no explicit representation of the relationships 
between the tables. The "drug treatment table" in a relational 
database might have foreign key information referring to the 
"medications table", but the representation of the relation- 
ship between "drug treatments" and "medications" is 
implicit. It is up to the developer to know about these 
relationships, what they mean, and how to handle them. 

U.S. Pat. No. 5,499,371, (the '371 patent) for a METHOD 
AND APPARATUS FOR AUTOMATIC GENERATION 
OF OBJECT ORIENTED CODE FOR MAPPING RELA- 
TIONAL DATA TO OBJECTS, to Henninger, et al., on Mar. 
2, 1996, incorporated herein by reference, describes a 
method and apparatus for using an object model of an 
object-oriented application to automatically map informa- 
tion between an object-oriented application and a structured 
database, such as a relational database. The assignee of the 
'371 patent, Persistences Software, Inc. of San Mateo, 
Calif., markets a product known as POWERTIER, that 
enables developers to work with relational data as a set of 
objects, and eliminates a large percent of the Structured 
Query Language (SQL) data access, Java Database Connec- 
tivity (JDBC) connection and translation management code 
within an application while simplifying issues such as object 
mapping, identity, caching and concurrency. The POWER- 
TIER product includes an application server that enables 
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developers to create thin-client applications based an Enter- 
prise Java Beans (EJB) specification and consists of the 
following components: a POWERTIER live object server, 
which is a high performance, object application server for 

5 creating enterprise-class application based on Enterprise 
Java Beans, enabling developers to focus on developing 
business logic instead of issues such as object mapping, 
shared caching, transactions, notification and concurrency; 
POWERTIER object builder generates Java object classes 

10 that integrate application server objects with relational 
databases, working in conjunction with standard Java devel- 
opment environment to create Enterprise Java Beans deploy- 
ment interfaces in classes; POWERTIER management is an 
Application Program Interface (API) providing a compre- 

15 hensive management system for centralized server admin- 
istration functionality, including configuration, monitoring, 
and reporting through a Java-based management Applica- 
tion Program Interface (API) for complete control of server 
cache management, thread pools, and database connection 

20 caching. 

OBJECT MATTER business site framework is an object- 
relational Java framework that allows Java objects to be 
saved and retrieved from relational databases. OBJECT 
MATTER contains an object/relational mapping engine that 

25 automatically implements object persistence to relational 
databases, allowing a programmer to eliminate concerns 
about Java Database Connectivity (JDBC), instead focusing 
on an object model. 

UNISQL/X provides a fully object-oriented data model 

30 that along with UN1SQL/M multi-database system repre- 
sents a client service database system with support for a full 
object-oriented paradigm, yet retaining capabilities of rela- 
tional database systems including support for ANSI standard 
Structured Query Language (SQL). 

Intersolv DATADIRECT simplifies data access in com- 
plex environments through high-performance, standards- 
based data connectivity for clients, servers and the world 
wide web, scalable from small projects to enterprise level 

4Q projects. DATADIRECT includes support for object data- 
base connectivity (ODBC), Java Database Connectivity 
(JDBC) and OLE DB implementations on client/server and 
world wide web platforms across major operating systems, 
and access to at least thirty databases from local files to large 

45 enterprise databases. 

Rouge wave DB TOOLS.H++ provides portable, object- 
oriented access to leading relational database management 
systems, encapsulating Structured Query Language (SQL) 
92 DML, including critical Structured Query Language 

50 (SQL), extensions, such as stored procedures. DB 
TOOLS.H++ also supports dynamic Structured Query Lan- 
guage (SQL), asynchronous database access, and is multi- 
thread safe. DB TOOLS.H++ supports development of 
applications that are portable across operating systems and 

5S among databases such as Oracle, Sybase, Informix, ODBC 
and MS SQL server. 

The present invention advantageously improves upon the 
above-described approaches adding significant additional 
functionality and features either not provided in the above 

60 approaches or provided in a limited or otherwise disadvan- 
tageous way. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention advantageously provides an 
65 approach for automatically generating source code, and 
specifically for designing and authoring source code within 
a complex business framework, and generating business 
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objects with all implemented behaviors within a composed An "object class" is a set of data (attributes) and func- 

object service framework. tional capabilities (routines) encapsulated into a single logi- 

In one embodiment, the invention can be characterized as cal enalv ; For example, a "drug treatment" class may be 

a method for generating source code objects. The method characterized by a "dosage" attribute and an "administer- 

has steps of generating a plurality of logical models using at 5 medication" routine. 

least one modeling tools; translating each of the plurality of An "object instance" is an embodiment (instantiation) of 

logical models into corresponding ones of a plurality of an object class. Instances are differentiated from one another 

unified models; generating a system definition comprising a by their attribute values, but not their routines (capabilities), 

plurality of templates, each defining a service within a For example, Jane Smith may be a first patient-object 

framework; and generating at least one source code object as 10 instance and Jon Doe may be a second patient-object 

a function of at least one of said plurality of unified models, instance. The term "object" is often used by itself to refer 

and at least one of said plurality of templates. loosely to either an object class or an object instance, the 

In another embodiment, the invention can be character- difference being understood in context, 
ized as a system for generating source code objects. The An "object-oriented application" is an operational corn- 
system employs a plurality of modeling tools; a plurality of 15 puter program which when employed on an appropriate 
model adaptors; a repository adaptor tool receiving logical computer system uses a set of object instances that work in 
models from the modeling tools, and translating the logical cooperation to perform useful work. For example, an object- 
models into unified models by applying ones of the plurality oriented application could be built to manage patient records 
of model adaptors to the logical models; a schema reposi- for a hospital, including such operations as admit new 
tory; a schema server receiving the unified models and 2,0 patient or administer medication. 

storing the unified models in the schema repository; a An "object model" is a set of object classes that together 

plurality of templates each defining a service within a form a blueprint for building an object-oriented application, 

framework; and a code generator generating source code Each object class of an object model can have attributes, 

objects as a function of ones of the templates, and ones of inheritances, and relationships. Object models may be in the 

the unified models. 25 form of "logical models" generated by particular modeling 

tools and employing particular modeling languages, or "uni- 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS fled models" generated by a repository adaptor tool (or the 

The above and other aspects, features and advantages of ^% *? * ^^JEff" 8 such as 

the present invention will be more apparent from the fol- 30 Umfied Mod ^ Language (UML). 
lowing more particular description thereof, presented in A "relationship" defines a link between two object 

conjunction with the following drawings wherein: classes. For example, a patient may be related to the doctor 

rnr^ i ■ u + u- * class. Each specific patient for example, "Jane Smith," 

HG. 1 is a schematic block diagram showing a computer r . f\ . At _ •** * \ . «J 

*_ • u- l * u- # *u * ■ *• u would have a relationship with a specific doctor, such as Dr. 

system in which teachings of the present mvention may be T *_ A \ 

embodied' » i- 35 J° nes • Relationships can be one-to-one, one-to-many, or 

. many-to-many. An example of a one-to-one relationship can 

FIG. 2 is a high level block diagram illustrating functional be a re laUonship between a patient and a room number such 

elements of one embodiment of the present invention such that cach patient can haye a singk f0om number (assuming 

as may be embodied in the computer system of FIG. 1; for p Urposes 0 f this example, private rooms). An example of 

FIG. 3 is a detailed block diagram showing particular 4Q a one-to-many relationship can be a relationship between a 

details of the embodiment of FIG. 2; patient and drug treatments such that each patient can be 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing architectural elements given multiple drug treatments. An example of a many-to- 

of a code generator suitable for use in the embodiment of many relationship can be a relationship between patient and 

FIG. 3; doctor such that each doctor serves many patients, and each 

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating steps traversed by the 45 patient can h * ve multi P k doctors, 

code generator during development time code generation by "Attributes" are data elements of object classes which are 

the embodiment of FIG. 2; expressed through particular values in object instances. The 

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating steps traversed by a example, a patient class can have the attribute "name", and 

java parcer during execution of the code generator during * particular patient instance can have the name value "Jane 

development time in FIG. 5; and so SmitD - 

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram ofsteps traversed by adataserver . "° b £ ct °T ?™ d '° ^iquely identify each object 

during run time in the embodiment of FIG. 2 instance. The object ID can be generated m °ne of two ways. 

^ ^ t , . It can be generated by the application, which can automah- 

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond- caUy assign a unique object M fQf each new object iastMnxXim 

ing components throughout the several views of the draw- 55 Amatively, it can comprise a set of attributes that are 

m S s - guaranteed in the object model to always form a unique set 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE of values for an instance. In this case, the create routine will 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS require a 1111111116 sel of attributes ^ order to create a new 

object instance. 

The following description of the presently contemplated 60 A "routine" is a functional capability associated with an 

best mode of practicing the invention is not to be taken in a object class. For example, the routine "admit-patient" could 

limiting sense, but is made merely for the purpose of be used to create (instantiate) a new object instance of the 

describing the general principles of the invention. The scope patent object class. 

of the invention should be determined with reference to the "Inheritance" represents a specialization of an object class 

claims. 65 ^ wmc h the specialized class shares all of the attributes and 

At the outset, it is helpful to clarify the general meanings routines of parent classes. Thus the patient class can inherit 

of terms used in connection with object-oriented systems. certain attributes, such as name, from the person class. In 
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this case, the person class is called the " parent" of the patient support the methods of the present embodiment, including, 

class, and the patient class is called the "child" of the person for example, configurations that employ multiple 

class. As suggested above, and by way of further example, processors, multiple databases, and/or widely distributed 

"anaesthesia" may inherit from "medications". networks or inter-networks, such as the Internet. 

Inheritance can extend across many object class "genera- s Specifically, the teachings of the present embodiment should 

tions." For example, the object class "drug treatments" can be viewed as highly "scalable", meaning that as little as one 

inherit from the object class "patient" which in turn can computer system, and as many as several thousand or more 

inherit from the object class "person". In this example, computer systems may be used to implement the teachings 

"person" is a parent of the object class "patient" and an of the re sent embo diment. 

ancestor of the object class "drug treatments". 1fl _ c i4 „ L . , , , . , , 

y i u « *• i» / 4 \ «u • * i» Referring next to FIG. 2, a high level block diagram is 
Inheritance can be vertical (concrete) or horizontal , .„ ~ ^ . . , & ~ & . ,. 
(abstract) according to how the information corresponding shown illustrating functional components of one embodi- 
to inherited attributes is stored in the database. In the case of ment of the P resent inve ntion, such as may be embodied in 
vertical inheritance between two object classes in an object me com P uter svstem described above, 
model, the database contains data associated with each Shown are logical models 202, a model adaptor 204, 
object class. In the case of horizontal inheritance between unified models 206, a system definition 208, a code genera- 
two object classes in the object model, the database does not tor 210 and source code 212. 

contain data associated with each object class. For example, As shown, the logical models 202 provide an input to the 

suppose that there are two object classes, and that "patient" model adaptor 202, which in turn has as its output the unified 

inherits from "person", and "doctor" inherits from "person." 2Q models 206. The unified models 206 and the system defi- 

If this inheritance is vertical, then there can be a "person" nition 208 are provided as inputs to the code generator 210, 

table in the database which contains the attributes for each which generates the source code 212. 

"person". If the inheritance is horizontal, there is no "per- Together, these components comprise a system and 

son" table in the database. All the attributes of "person" are method for designing and authoring source code objects, 

found in the "patient__data" table and in the "doctor__data" ^ through which services can be composed within a complex 

table. Horizontal and vertical inheritance can be mixed business object framework, and for generating business 

within the same object model. objects with all implementations and behaviors within a 

The attributes, inheritances, and relationships of all the composed object service framework, 

object classes of an object model are called the "semantics" ^ disclosed system and method allow object deve lopers 

or "semantic elements" of the object model . An object model 30 to design and author Qew o5 j ect serv i ceS) aild to denne now 

contains certain information associated with its semantics. these services are composed within extensible frameworks 

For each attribute, the object model contains information as ^ othcr objcct ^ accomplished through 

to whether that attribute is to be associated with the object ob j ecl templates, which make up the system definition 208, 

ID for the class. For each inheritance, the object model md describe me object services ^ theif dcpeQdenc ies in 

contains information as to whether the inheritance is vertical 35 relationships to other object services as well as behaviors to 

or horizontal (concrete or abstract). be gcneratcd for objccts witnin the f ram ework. 

Referring first to FIG. 1, a schematic block diagram is Tfae m and method ^ ^ Q dk)w devel to 

shown of a computer system in which teachings of the ate objectg based Qa a framework of services th 

present invention may be embodied. Tte system comprises author b osin services based on the object templates 

computing hardware and systems software that together 40 mto objects th at support me compose d behaviors and meth- 

support the execution of the improved system for generation ods ^ {s acc lished thr h the ^ gene rator 210, 

of source code objects described herein. Software compo- whicfa interfaces with the models 206 which are 

nents of the improved system modify and direct the com- expressed ^ a umfied mo deling language, such as Unified 

puting hardware and provides instructions by which meth- Moddi u UML was firs( mtromiced in 

ods of the present embodiment are earned out The 45 early 1997 and, like other modeling languages is well 

illustrated system 100 has a processor 102 coupled to a documentcd . ^ fxMlcI dcfinition ^ not madc hercirL 

memory 104, a plurality of storage devices 106, and a user _ , , 

interface 108, 110, such as a keyboard 108 and screen 110 iU ™ c umficd ^ h ™ together comprise a repository 

on which a graphical user interface (GUT) is implemented. ^ mana ^ ob J ect schema ^ the unified models 206) 

The processor 102 is also coupled to hardware associated 50 ^ tnei ' hn ^ to <ferpnses resources, such as databases 

with the at least one database 112. The at least one database and world Wlde web Sltes * 

112 includes a further storage device, such as a hard drive or Executable programs (source code objects) are written by 
a non volatile memory; structured data; and a database tne code generator 210 in, for example, platform indepen- 
management system (DBMS). In some embodiments, the dent Java programming language, using the Common Object 
database 112 may have its own associated hardware, includ- 5S Request Broker Architecture (CORBA) 2.2 compliant, 
ing a database processor (not shown) distinct from the VISIBROKER Object Request Broker (ORB) for distrib- 
above-mentioned processor 102. In other embodiments the uted objects. As a result, these source code objects are 
database 112 is a software entity that modifies and is executable on any computer that has an installed Java 
executed by the processor 102, in which case the network browser and on which the VISIBROKER ORB exists. 
114 may not be present. Such coupling may be via a network 60 Java Remote Method Invocation (Java RMI), or any other 
114. known or henceforth developed object-oriented program- 
Also shown is an input/output section 116 coupled to the ming language, or distributed transport mechanism, can 
processor 102 providing input/output functions and inter- alternatively be generated. 

facing between the user interface 108, 110, the plurality of The disclosed system also provides a data server 

storage devices 106, the network 114, and the database 112. 65 (described in reference to FIGS. 3 and 7) for performing 

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that a wide run-time object queries that are transformed to access infor- 

range of computing system configurations can be used to mation from enterprise resources with results instantiated 
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between business objects that are generated within the 
composed object service framework. This is accomplished 
through the use of an object query service (OMG compliant) 
and provides a CORBA service to which clients can submit 
object queries over generated objects and instantiated 5 
objects into objects with the composed behaviors defined by 
the framework. 

During development-time, the disclosed system also 
allows object developers to define how these objects are 
mapped to enterprise resources such as to object oriented 1( > 
databases, world wide web resources, and relational data- 
bases. The disclosed system provides object oriented access 
to distribute heterogenous enterprise resources. The map- 
ping of objects can initially be performed using any of a 
number of commercially available modeling tools, the out- 15 
put of which are the logical models 202. These logical 
models 202 are composed in a variety of modeling lan- 
guages specific to the modeling tools with which they are 
created. At development-time, these logical models 202 are 
all converted to the unified modeling language, regardless of 20 
the modeling language in which they are composed, making 
up the unified models 206. 

Large complex systems are composed of hundreds, if not 
thousands of business objects, and, various service 
specifications, such as CORBA common object service 25 
specifications (i.e., security, transaction, life-cycle, proxy, 
etc.), and require methods and behaviors to be implemented 
on each business object. Heretofore, no commercial product 
has been available for providing productivity development 
tools that allow a developer to detail object frameworks 30 
and/or to rapidly compose object services within multiple 
business object frameworks. The present embodiment pro- 
vides a comprehensive capability for defining complex 
object frameworks through the system definition 208 (and 
the templates, described below, that make up the system 
definition 208), composed of multiple object services, and 
tools for developers to rapidly generate business objects 
based on formal object models within these frameworks. 

The present embodiment also offers capabilities for speci- 4Q 
fying how these objects map to data resources. This mapping 
is manifest in the unified models 206. As a result, the present 
embodiment allows not only the comprehensive capability 
for defining complex object frameworks composed of mul- 
tiple object services and tools, but also allows specification 45 
of how these objects map to data resources within the 
enterprise and allow clients to query against these objects, 
and, at run-time, to have results returned as objects within 
the complex object framework specified and tailored by a 
developer. 5Q 

An important feature of the present embodiment is an 
ability to help the developer, at development-time, to rapidly 
generate business objects that are composed of behaviors 
from various object management services (persistence state, 
proxy object, life cycle, externalization, event, etc.) using an 55 
open framework. The present embodiment also allows 
developers to define unique (i.e., custom) services and 
unique behaviors that can be integrated into an object 
framework. At run-time, in the present embodiment, object 
management services utilize the objects that were generated 60 
using the code generator 210 to retrieve user data from 
distributed data sources as objects. 

The code generator 210 allows application developers to 
define the system definition 208, which describes how new 
services are integrated into a business object framework. 65 
The system definition 208 provides application developers 
with a flexible approach for generating code from a data 
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model. When a data model is loaded into the code generator 
210, the model is converted first by the model adaptor 204 
into the unified models 206. The unified models are then 
passed into each template (i.e., each component of the 
system definition 208) for code generation. 

A developer defines which unified models are passed to 
each template or sub -template. This can be either a class, 
package, subclass, or any other unified model-defined 
object. Other unified models are accessed using control 
structures. The syntax of the templates supports any number 
of control structures followed by a block code. Control 
structures and code can be nested within one another. The 
present system also offers the unique advantage of user- 
defined language extensions. This tailorability allows devel- 
opers to implement their own template syntax (parser and 
interpreter) in which templates can be implemented. The 
preferred syntax for the templates is JavaScript, although 
any of a number of well known or custom syntaxes can be 
used with relatively equal effectivity. 

One advantage of the present embodiment is providing 
methods for developing the extensible application frame- 
works that can rapidly integrate object services as they 
become available from commercial sources or are developed 
as domain specific features by the developer. This level of 
extensibility and tailoring is unparalleled in heretofore avail- 
able systems. The code generator 210 and the ability to 
rapidly integrate new object services (proxy, persistent state, 
domain specific services, etc.) into business objects provides 
a capability that is unique to the present embodiment and its 
system definition 208, and to integrating object models with 
object behaviors within a business object framework. 

The present embodiment also provides methods for map- 
ping object models to enterprise data sources, providing (at 
run-time) a powerful object query capability, and providing 
the above described benefit of rapidly integrating object 
services. 

Hereinbelow is a more comprehensive description of the 
present embodiment accompanied by a more detailed block 
diagram illustrating the above-described basic features in 
detail. 

Referring next to FIG. 3, shown is a detailed block 
diagram showing particular features and aspects of the 
software system described above in further detail. Shown are 
a number of modeling tools 302, 304, 306 both data mod- 
eling 302 and object modeling 304, 306, defining data within 
a database 308 or defining objects and relating these objects 
to the data within the database 308. These definitions are 
referred to herein as logical models. Also shown are a 
plurality of model adapters 310 for defining a translation of 
the logical models of the modeling tools 302, 304, 406 into 
unified models, expressed in a unified modeling language, 
such as Unified Modeling Language (UML). A repository 
adaptor tool 312 takes the logical models generated by the 
modeling tools 302, 304, 306 (logical models 202 (FIG. 2)) 
and the model adaptors 310 as inputs and generates the 
unified models 206 (FIG. 2) in the unified modeling lan- 
guage. The unified models 206 (FIG. 2) are stored in a 
schema repository 314 accessed by a schema server 316. 
The unified models 206 (FIG. 2) from the repository adaptor 
tool 312 are received by the schema server 316 and stored 
within the schema repository 314. 

Also shown are a number of operating frameworks 318, 
such as Java RMI, OMG, and COM (e.g., DCOM) standard 
database services. Each of these operating frameworks 
defines a plurality of services 320, such as the event services, 
naming services, proxy services and the like. Also shown is 
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a custom service 322, such as might be developed for a particular data system or database 308. This meta- 

particular application and/or for a particular end user by a information can be used for dynamic invocation, generation 

developer. of code (development time) or knowledge of the structure of 

A plurality of templates 324, 326, 328 define each of the a data system (run time). The schema server 316 stores the 

services 320 for each of the operating frameworks 318 and S meta-information formatted in accordance with a unified 

for any custom services 322. modeling language, for example Unified Modeling Lan- 

The templates 324, 326, 328 make up a system definition S ua S e (UML), in the schema repository 314. Any authenti- 

208 (FIG. 2) and serve as inputs to a code generator 330 that cated utility can access the meta-information through the 

uses the templates 324, 326, 328 along with the unified schema server 316 using a queryabie interface and/or an 

models 206 (FIG. 2) from the schema server 316 as inputs. ™ Interface Definition Language (IDL) interface of a unified 

The code generator 330 generates Interface Definition Lan- modeling language model (unified model 206 (FIG. 2)). The 

guage (IDL) source code objects 332 as well as implemen- code generator 330 and the data server 332, in this sense, are 

tation of methods source code objects 334 as a function of client applications of the schema server 316. At develop - 

the data models embodied in the unified models 206 (FIG. ment time > me generator 330 accesses the schema 

2) and as a function of the system definition 208 asembod- 15 server 316 and retrieves meta-information of a business 

ied in the templates 324, 326, 328. application, as embodied in the unified modeling language, 

The code generator 330 provides an Application Program in order . t0 generate code for every object class and object 

Interface (API) that allows other servers to connect, identify association. 

a model to be transformed into a server, and invokes code The schema server's interface is an Interface Definition 

generation for that server. The objective of the server 20 Language (IDL) interface that handles responses between 

generated by the code generator 330 is to support Next services required, for example, to automatically generate a 

Generation Information Infrastructure (NGH) services, server. The schema server 316 implements an Application 

interfaces, graphs of objects, and data aware objects. The Program Interface (API) for all calls and supported services 

Application Program Interface (API) is required by the required for supporting the schema server 316 or the code 

schema server 316 (described below) as an infrastructure 25 generator 330. 

between the various components shown. At run time, the schema server 316 provides a queryabie 

Some object services require every object to implement or interface that provides functions for querying over the 

inherit some interfaces to participate in the service. The code schema repository 314. To get a specific object or model 

generator 330 supplies the source code objects required to from the schema repository 314, A client application 338 

implement these Next Generation Information Infrastructure 30 must traverse a unified model gaining full understanding of 

(NGH) services. the unified model. The queryabie interface provides an 

The source code objects can be instantiated as, for Application Program Interface (API) that allows entry points 

example, CORBA or local objects. The code generator 330 into the unified model at several levels: top, node or package 

will generate CORBA interfaces for each of the classes level, the sub-system or model level, the class level, and the 

defined in a system. association level. The queryabie interface also provides a 

Objects related to objects are represented by graphs of means for depositing the model into the schema repository 

objects. Graphs of objects may reference local or CORBA 314 > managing versions of the unified model and handling 

objects or data sources. The code generator 330 will gener- meta-model information. The schema repository 314 is a 

ate source code objects to support graphs of objects distrib- variable footprint SQL-92-compliant database. The database 

uted in local or CORBA environments of references to data ^ designed and an Application Program Interface (API) 

sources. implemented in complete SQL-92 compliance. This allows 

Once objects are modified, they must "know" how to save a vendor 10 determine a commercial repository that will be 
themselves back to the original data source. Such objects are uscd in support of the schema repository 314. The schema 
called data source aware objects. The code generator 330 45 repository 314 stores information that models Object Man- 
will generate source code objects to create data source aware agement Group (OMG) Meta Object Facility (MOF) Inter- 
objects. ^ ace Definition Language (IDL) interfaces. 

The Application Program Interface (API) accepts, for Tb e repository adaptor tool 312 has two primary parts, 

example, a Unified Modeling Language (UML) graph as an One part contains logic for processing different types of 

argument. This unified modeling language graph is then 50 external repositories, for examples flat files and databases, 

traversed, parsed and used to generate source code objects. The second part contains logic for understanding modeling 

The code generator 330 writes source code objects to a structure retrieved from an external source and converting it 

directory and returns a uniform resource locator (URL) t0 unified models. 

identified to a client application 338. An operator of the Examples of model structures for the logical models are 

client application (338) is then required to go to the location 55 a relational model, for example, DESIGNER 2000, and the 

identified by the uniform resource locator and download the UML class/object model, for example, RATIONAL ROSE, 

generated code. Alternatively, the schema server 316 may The repository adaptor tool 312 provides a graphical user 

provide a streaming interface that returns code to the client interface and framework for collection of adaptors that 

through, for example, an XMI interface or via a local file translate various logical models into unified models (i.e., 

system, when executed in a non-client/server environment. 60 models expressed in, for example, Unified Modeling Lan- 

Further description of the code generator, supplementing guage (UML)) that can be stored in the schema repository 

the above general description, is made hereinbelow. The 314. 

following, however, provides background information tela- The models are retrieved through the schema server 316 

tive to the schema server that is helpful to further under- by, for example, the code generator 330 (at development 

standing the code generator. 65 time) and the data server 332 (at run time). Various adaptors 

The purpose of the schema server 316 is to make available are used by the repository adaptor tool 312 to implement a 

meta-information (unified models 206 (FIG. 2)) defining a common interface between the various supported modeling 
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tools and the schema server 316. The unified models are 
stored in the schema repository 314. The repository adaptor 
tool 312 initially connects to the schema server 316 to see if 
a particular unified model for a data source that a user wants 
to use already exists. It also connects to commit a unified 5 
model for storage in the schema repository 314. A log file is 
created by the repository adaptor tool 312 and can be used 
to validate translation of a source model to a proper unified 
model. Further examples of adaptors implemented in the 
repository adaptor tool can be used to adapt models from 
RATIONAL ROSE, DATABASE META DATA, IDL 
ADAPTOR, ORACLE DESIGNER 2000, XMI ADAP- 
TOR; and in some variations, adaptors for adapting models 
from one modeling tool to another modeling tool such as 
from RATIONAL ROSE, to PROTEGE' ONTOLOGY, 
from schemaserver (e.g., UML) to RATIONAL ROSE; and 
from the schemaserver to PROTEGE' ONTOLOGY. 

The schema repository 314 is a physical storage reposi- 
tory of unified models created by the repository adaptor tool 
312 using the model adaptors 310, which describe the ^ 
translation of an existing data model into a unified model. 
The mapping between unified models and other models is 
performed by establishing a relationship between the unified 
modeling language elements of the unified model and lan- 
guage elements from other modeling languages used in the ^ 
logical modes. 

The schema server 316 manages the schema repository 
314 containing the unified models expressed in Unified 
Modeling Language (UML). The 316 describes complex 
object oriented systems and simple data sources to an 30 
enterprise via the unified models. The schema server 316 is 
teamed with the repository adaptor tool 312, which facili- 
tates the creation of the unified models so that each module 
functions as an implementation of the object management 
group's (OMG) meta object facility (MOF). 35 

The meta object facility defines and manipulates a set of 
meta models. An example of a model is a set of business 
objects that makes up a running software application. An 
example of a meta model is the language used to describe the 
object classes. More specifically, each model adaptor 310 40 
loaded into the repository adaptor tool 312 imports a domain 
specific meta model (i.e., a logical model) and translates it 
into a unified model. The goal of the schema server 316 is 
to describe data structures and behaviors of various systems 
using the unified modeling language, so that the client 45 
application 338 can make high level decisions based on the 
data descriptions (unified models). Because information 
returned from the schema server 316 describes data, the 
returned values can also be referred to as meta data (and 
sometimes M2, distinguishing it from the schema repository 50 
314, whose meta data can be referred to as Ml). The meta 
data is distributed as, for example, CORBA interface objects 
as defined in the object management group's (OMG) Unified 
Modeling Language (UML) 1.1 specification documents, 
incorporated herein by reference. 55 

Thus, the schema server 316 supports other software by 
describing object models. The 316 is related to multiple 
software components. As a part of an Next Generation 
Information Infrastructure (NGII) software enterprise 
architecture, the schema server 316 depends on other com- 60 
ponents of such architecture, and at the same time other 
components depend on the 316. The 316 interfaces with 
other components via CORBA interfaces. The Interface 
Definition Language (IDL) definition of these other com- 
ponents defines a common interface mechanism between 65 
CORBA objects. Specifically, the schema server 316 pro- 
vides unified models describing classes that a user applica- 
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tion is attempting, for example, to query. In this respect, the 
schema server 316 is supplanting standard CORBA interface 
repository facilities. 

In order to communicate with each member of the 
enterprise, the schema server 316 uses standard distributed 
component architectures. The schema server 316 supports 
standard CORBA protocols, allowing clients to connect to 
the schema server 316 and to connect to other CORBA 
servers. 

In order to communicate internally between schema 
server subcomponents, a combination of distributed com- 
ponent objects and specific proprietary mechanisms may be 
employed. However, communications are not under the 
direct control of the schema server 316 or its services 
because the connection preferably is made through Appli- 
cation Program Interfaces (APIs) that manage details of such 
communication. 

By way of analogy, the schema server 316 manages a 
warehouse of blueprints, i.e., the schema repository 314. The 
schema server 316 itself is analogous to a clerk who 
retrieves the blueprints requested by visiting clients. The 
language burned into the blueprints is Unified Modeling 
Language, UML> and the architect creating the drawings is 
the repository adaptor tool 312. The repository adaptor tool 
312, of course, uses logical models from various modeling 
tools to generate the unified models. Just as each pen stroke 
on a blueprint represents a unique structural feature of 
building, each object within a unified model represents a 
unique structural feature of a software system. More 
specifically, the objects describe all aspects of systems that 
have been modeled. One or more objects represent each 
component of a system, such as a structural feature or a 
behavioral feature. A single object easily defines a majority 
of system components, while some components must be 
represented with a graph of objects. 

The schema repository 314 stores information about fixed 
models, such as structure of data sources. Consequently, the 
basic elements of information in the schema repository 314 
are called meta data, while a unified models define how the 
meta data is organized. 

While each building block in the schema repository 314 
is an object, the composition of the schema repository 314 
reflects specific goals of the schema server 316. The goal of 
the unified model is to describe high level application 
business objects that are familiar to developers. The meta 
data are objects that describe the application business 
objects in a domain-independent matter. 

The unified model also represents structure of external 
data sources such as relational databases. In order to stay 
true to object oriented philosophy, the philosophy of meta 
information, and the correct representation of physical data, 
an object oriented system and a relational table system are 
represented in the unified model. Software classes main- 
tained by developers, such as interfaces defined in Interface 
Definition Language (IDL) files or classes, or C++ header 
files are the definitions of applications of business objects. 

When the class definitions are modeled into the schema 
repository 314, at least one meta data object exists in the 
schema repository 314 for each application business object 
being modeled. A meta data object that represents an appli- 
cation business object is located in an object oriented system 
of the schema repository 314. The associations between 
application business objects are also translated into meta 
data objects that exist in the schema repository 314. Meta 
data objects can also be modeled into case tools, such as 
RATIONAL ROSE. One benefit of using a case tool is the 
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ability to graphically associate meta data objects. Meta data in unified models from the schema server 330 or from an 

objects in an object oriented system can be associated with Interface Definition Language (IDL) file and then applies the 

meta data objects in an intricate-relationship system but set of templates specified in the properties file to support 

cannot be associated with objects in the schema description eacn °f tne selected services. User's own code can be 

system. s combined with the generated files to produce a resultant 

The repository adaptor tool 312 is designed to facUitate code ^ '^"J ' mch ; de ? l f r f beha ™ nd 

e *• c *u 1*1 j i irw Zi\A * * *l support tor each of the selected services for the given 

transformation of the logical models 302 304, 306 into toe ^wotk, and for interacting with the particular data 

unified models of the schema repository. At design tune the model nted m ^ model 

repository adaptor tool 312 loads the available model adapt- n r : ^ „ T ~ . . ., , . , , 

e S 310. The model adaptors 310, such as in an adaptor for *> , Refe ™8 f xt t0 . FIG/ a detailed view of architectural 

DESIGNER 2000, parse specific types of logical models elements * , >™ files 

302, 304, 306 and {ranslat^ the logical models 302, 304, msid f a dashed oval 4( ? re P resent ******* T d | V 

306 into unified models. The creation of unified models 314 ^ 1m « u, « 6 . reco«m™W P«»« (ANTLR (another Ian- 

is performed through a common Application Program Inter- g«age recognizer), shown as an example in the present 

face (API) layer. The repository adaptor tool's Application 15 embodiment, .s widely available as shareware) based on 

n t * If / A n rT 1 , l- 4 *u* u grammar files. These "*.j a va files are compiled and col- 

Prograra Interlace (API) layer creates objects that can be f * j i **i * M \ , 

traversed for user defined purposes, before the unified mod- lec * d as - c1 ^ &les ™- In P>f to «> de g^f 01 404 

els are committed to the schema repository 314, thereby mclude . ** J ava mes 402 8 en " ated *» 

making the unified model available for later use. ^"^S^^T fTi 0 '^ 1 ^ 

9n LR.jar riles 406, which are compiled ANTLR files required 

Referring again now in more detail to the code generator during development time execution of the code generator 

330, the code generator 330 is a model driven application m . UMLJ ava.jar files 408, which are compiled .class files 

that reads the object elements from the schema server 316 for m ^ and re f er encing UML Java objects; schemaser- 

and applies a set of known templates 324, 326, 328 for a set ver jaf fi]cs 410 which are an ^ acc providing acccss t0 

of services 320 for a given framework 318 to the object schemaserver model information; UMLll.zip 412 are a 

elements of the unified models to produce a set of source CORBA interface providing UML 1.1 types; properties 414, 

code objects 332, 334. The templates 324, 326, 328 define whicn are specifications of user defined input, e.g., program- 

what is the language of the code (e.g., Java or C++) and the ming languagcs> requircd) temp i a tes to be used, 

unified model determines what is generated. The user passes etc . options 416 which are specifications of options to be 

to the code generator 330 either a model name of a unified uscd for particular temp lates; templates 418, which are 

model stored within the schema repository 314 (and the templates to be used for a current execution of the code 

model determines what ^ ; generated), or a CORBA Interface generator 404. and models m whicn are inputs for a 

Defimtion Language (IDL) file from model input. The code particular model> ^ an Interface Dennition Language 

generator 330 interfaces with the schema server 316 and the ^l) me . Outputs from the code generator 404 include 

schema repository 314, where the unified models are stored. ^ Interface Definition Languag e (IDL) files 422 (*.idl), which 

Inputs to the code generator 330 include CORBA, Inter- are processed by an idl-to-Java compiler, e.g., Visibroker's 

face Definition Language (IDL) files and object oriented or IDL2JAVA, for the generation of CORBA ORB services; 

data models stored in the schema repository 314. and * java files 424 that contain source code for specific 

Options for code to be generated are stored in a properties operations, and will replace corresponding files (stubs) that 
file that specifies one or more template files. After either the 40 are autographed by the idl2java compiler, 
local data model is loaded (Block 504, FIG. 5) or the schema To modularize and simplify the design of the code gen- 
server data model is loaded (Block 506, FIG. 5), the user erator 404, a set of repository adaptors 310 has been created 
options for code to be generated are obtained (Block 508, and is employed by the repository adaptor tool 312 (FIG. 3). 
FIG. 5). Each of the repository adaptors 310 is designed to interface 

Thus, when the code generator 330 is instantiated (Block, 45 with a particular type of modeling tool. The present design 

500, FIG. 5) a selection (Block 502, FIG. 5) is made as to supports easy extension of current capabilities to anticipate 

whether a local (IDL) data model source is being used or a future requirements. The capabilities of the present design of 

schema server data model is being used. If a local data model the code generator 404 include parcing of Interface Defini- 

source is being used, the local data model is loaded (Block tion Language (IDL) files, as well as DESIGNER 2000 

504, FIG. 5); if a schema server data model is being used, 50 models. 

the schema server data model is loaded (Block 506, FIG. 6). Before the code generator 404 is run to create a required 

Thus, the code generator 330 can support the creation of, for set of files, the language recognizing parser is executed to 

example, IDL, JAVA or C++ files (CORBA, Java RMI, create the "*.java" files 402 for each grammar (e.g., idl.g) 

and/or COM) based on certain user preferences and selec- that will be used in code generation. The generated "*.java" 

lions. After user option is are obtained (Block 508, FIG. 5), 55 files are used by the code generator 404 during development 

a template language parser is selected (Block 510, FIG. 5). time for specific Interface Definition Language (IDL) and 

Once the template language parser, which may be a parser template files. The grammar files are not part of the language 

for virtually any computer language, for example, another recognizing parser, and are written to support specific 

language recognizer (ANTLR) parser, a Java Script parser or services, in this case, the parcing of Interface Definition 

a user defined parser is selected (Block 510, FIG. 5), the 60 Language (IDL) into graphs of objects, 

appropriate parser is executed (Blocks 510, 512, 514, FIG. A template parser package within the code generator 404 

5)- contains classes used to support development time parsing 

The templates 324, 326, 328 (which may, for example, be of non-JavaScript templates, i.e., *.tmpl files (templates), 

written in JavaScript) are used to specify various services These classes represent a collection of files created by the 

and operations to be supported. Output from the code 65 language recognizing parser from top__template.g and 

generator 330 can be combined with other user defined inner_template.g grammars, and classes written specifically 

codes to create an application. The code generator 330 reads for the code generator 404. 
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The code generator 404 offers a unique advantage of 
defining additional template language extensions. This tai- 
lorability allows developers to implement template syntax 
(parser and interpreter) in which templates can be imple- 
mented. This can be accomplished using other grammar 5 
packages not reliant on the language recognizing parser, e.g., 
ANTLR. 

Referring next to FIG. 6, a flowchart is shown of steps 
traversed by the code generator, and more specifically, a 
parser component of the code generator during development io 
time code generation. All the steps depicted in FIG. 6 are 
executed within the respective "execute" blocks (Blocks 
512, 514, 516), depicted in FIG. 5. 

A template is retrieved (Block 600) by the code generator 
as specified by the parameters file, and one or more unified 15 
models are retrieved (Block 602) through the schema server 
into the code generator. The various classes defined in the 
unified model are traversed (Block 604) with a java file 
being generated by the code generator (Blocks 606, 608) for 
each class. A determination is the made (Block 610) as to 20 
whether a single IDL file will be generated for all classes or 
one IDL file per class will be generated, as determined by the 
parameters file. If one IDL file per class is to be generated, 
the individual IDL file is generated (Block 612) and stored 
(Block 614). A determination is then made (Block 616) as to 25 
whether there are more classes defined by the unified model, 
and if not, the code generator terminates (Block 618) code 
generation. In the event that there are more classes to be 
processed, the code generator continues looping (Block 604) 
through the class, generating and storing code (Blocks 606, 30 
608), generating individual IDL files (Block 612), storing 
the IDL files (Block 614), determining whether more classes 
are to be processed (Block 616), and terminating this 
looping, once all classes have been processed (Block 618). 

In the event all classes are to be placed into single IDL 35 
files, a determination (Block 620) is made following gen- 
eration of the java file (Blocks 606, 608), as to whether there 
are more classes. In the event there are more classes, the 
looping continues (Blocks 604, 606, 610, 620), until all 
classes have been processed by the generation of java files. 40 
Then, an individual interface is written (Block 622) for each 
class, and a single IDL file is generated (Block 624). 
Following generation of the single IDL file, processing by 
the code generator terminates (block 626). 

Referring back to FIG. 3, a third major element of the 
present embodiment is the data server 332. The data server 
332 operates at run time (unlike the code generator, which 
is a development tool operating at development time). The 
data server 332 provides query services to access legacy SQ 
databases, making available, in standard formats, data from 
a variety of sources. 

The data server 332 is coupled to the schema server 316 
and to the database 308 modeled by the modeling tools. The 
data server 332 also utilizes the Interface Definition Lan- 55 
guage (IDL) source code 332 and implementation source 
code 334 from the code generator 330. 

When deployed within a client application, the data server 
332 launches, starts, manages and controls execution of a set 
of services. The data server 332 provides a generic launcher 60 
of, for example, CORBA objects and serves as a generic 
manager of, for example, CORBA objects. Manager appli- 
cations can connect to the data server 332, check the state of 
execution, collect statistics and reconfigure the data server 
332 if necessary. 65 

The first step in this process constitutes defining a clas- 
sical CORBA server that contains logic for a generic 
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CORBA server containing such functionality as initializing 
an Object Request Broker (ORB) 336 and providing a main 
cycle for Object Request Broker (ORB) connections. 
Another important function is to authenticate client/server 
programs in order to guarantee security at the software 
product level. 

A second step is to define the data server class that allows 
launching and managing the services of the data server 332, 

A query evaluator, query manager, and query interfaces of 
the data server 332 allow executing a query. The query 
evaluator immediately executes a query. The query manager 
allows immediate execution of a query both by inheriting 
from the query evaluator and by the creation of a query 
object. The query interface allows executing a query in two 
steps, preparation and execution, used when a query is going 
to be executed multiple times with different parameters. 

In the present embodiment, the query service is based on 
five types of query managers: a general query manager, an 
SQL query manager, an OQL query manager, a WWW query 
manager, and a video query manager. Any query manager 
could be used by an application, however, the general query 
manager offers the option of a single point of contact so 
applications do not have to connect to different managers 
depending on the type of query. The general query manager 
will contact the appropriate query manager for the query to 
be executed. The SQL query manager allows SQL queries 
over Relational Database Management Systems (RDBMS) 
such as Oracle, Sybase and the like. The OQL query 
manager queries relational databases, such as Oracle, Sybase 
and the like, but returns objects instead of plain information. 
The WWW query manager will allow boolean queries over 
web search engines such as ALTA VISTA, LYCOS and the 
like. The video query manager will allow boolean queries 
over video data sources. The OQL query manager will allow 
OQL queries over a predefined object schema. 

The unified models contain mappings about the data 
sources of each of the classes. The class can be made of 
multiple data sources; the data sources can be again SQL, 
object (or OQL), WWW or video data sources. The OQL 
query manager will convert the OQL statement to various 
native statements depending on whether the source is SQL, 
WWW or video. The results of the query will be a collection 
of first class objects. # 

This structure allows a hierarchy of query managers. In 
the case of the general query manager, it will use the other 
query managers to actually solve the queries. In the case of 
the OQL query manager, the other query managers are used 
to solve part of an OQL query, but the OQL query manager 
will generate the final result. Each of the query managers 
that allows modification of information (insert, update or 
delete) must support distributed transactions. The query 
managers will support a BEGIN TRANSACTION, TRANS- 
ACTIONS (queries), and an END TRANSACTION 
(commit), or an ABORT TRANSACTION (rollback). 

The data server 332 accepts queries from the client 338 
application in standard formats which it then translates, as 
necessary, to interact with diverse data sources. In other 
words, it provides a uniform, object-oriented access to 
distributed legacy data sources by acting as an object 
oriented dynamic front into existing databases. The data 
server 332 employs the unified models to provide the clients 
338 periodically updated query-based views of distributed 
heterogeneous databases. 

The first step in preparing to use the data server 338 (i.e., 
preparing the data server 338 for run time operation) con- 
sists of developing a unified model of a business application 
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and storing that model in the schema repository 314. (This 
is a development time step.) The second step is to run the 
code generator 330 to generate the source code objects that 
will support the services in the Interface Definition Lan- 
guage (IDL) file that describes the interface of the objects to 5 
the business applications. (This is also a development time 
step.) The third step consists of compiling the Interface 
Definition Language (IDL) file to generate the sub code to 
connect the client 338 and the server. (This is a development 
time step.) The fourth step is adding the code from the 10 
developer that actually implements the methods defined for 
the unified models, and any custom services or user defined 
code from the developer. (Business logic is included in this 
step; this step is a development time step.). The fifth step 
consists of compiling all of the sources of the project, which 15 
are stub code generated by the interface definition language 
(IDL) compiler from the interface definition language (IDL) 
files generated by the code generator 330 (this code is used 
to connect the client 330 and the server in a CORBA 
system), the code generated by the code generator 330 to 20 
support the services; the developer's code, which contains 
the business logic; and any library used by the developer to 
implement the business logic or the stub code or the code 
generation code, (This is a development time step.) The sixth 
step consists of installing the "executable" code in a direc- 25 
tory or store where the data server 332 can retrieve it in order 
to instantiate the objects. (This is also a development time 
step.) 

Once the business applications have been developed, they ^ 
can make use of the generated servers and objects to produce 
CORBA client applications. Two servers involved in this 
process are the data server 332 and the schema server 316. 
The data server 332 is composed by the different AITLS 
services and the schema server 316 is a server providing ^ 
information to the business applications. The first step in this 
process consists of connecting to a naming service that 
provides localization of the AITLS services. The second step 
of the process consists of connecting to the AITLS service 
by making a connection to the object reference provided by 
the naming service. The third step of the process consists of 40 
using the AITLS service by following the specification of 
the service. The fourth step can be an AITLS service 
connecting to the schema server 316 to get meta information 
to solve the business application request. The fifth step may 
be an AITLS service connecting to a data source or a 
persistent repository to get stored data or to solve a business 
application request. A sixth step may be a business appli- 
cation connecting to the schema server 316 to obtain meta 
information of its own model. 

50 

The data server 332 will launch, store, manage and 
control execution of a set of services. As a result, the data 
server 332 provides a generic launcher of, for example, 
CORBA objects and server as a generic manager of CORBA 
objects. 55 

The data server 332 includes the query server that 
employs a query evaluator, query manager and query 
interfaces, described above, to allow executing a query. 

Referring next to FIG. 7, a flow chart is shown illustrating 60 
steps traversed during run time execution of the data server. 
Initially (Block 700) a connection is made through an 
appropriate application program interface to the data server. 
Next, determination is made as to whether, for example, the 
data source is a general, OQL, SQL, or WWW data source 65 
(Block 702, 704, 706, 708). In response to this 
determination, an appropriate query manager is created 



(Block 710, 712, 714, 716). The appropriate query manager 
receives and executes a query from a user process (Block 
718). In response to execution of this query, the data server 
retrieves a query result (Block 720) and returns each element 
of the query result by looping through an appropriate loop 
that passes each element to the user process or displays each 
element on a display (Block 722, 724, 726). After the last 
element has been passed or displayed, the data server has 
completed processing the query. 

While the invention herein disclosed has been described 
by means of specific embodiments and applications thereof, 
numerous modifications and variations could be made 
thereto by those skilled in the art without departing from the 
scope of the invention set forth in the claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for generating source code objects compris- 
ing: 

generating a plurality of logical models using a plurality 

of modeling tools; 
translating each of the plurality of logical models into 

corresponding ones of a plurality of unified models; 
generating a system definition comprising a plurality of 

templates, each defining at least one service within a 

framework; and 
generating at least one source code object as a function of 

at least one of said plurality of unified models, and at 

least one of said plurality of templates. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein said translating of said 
logical models comprises generating at least one Unified 
Modeling Language (UML) element. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein said generating of said 
system definition comprises generating in one of said plu- 
rality of templates at least one JavaScript element. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein said generating of at 
least one source code object comprises generating at least 
one interface definition language element. 

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
defining a plurality of adaptors, each defining a translation 

from one of a plurality of modeling tools. 

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

storing said plurality of unified models in a schema 
repository; 

wherein said generating of said source code objects 
comprises retrieving selected ones of said plurality of 
said unified models. 

7. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
retrieving data from a database by employing said source 

code objects and said unified models to define a rela- 
tionship between an object oriented database query and 
the data. 

8. A system for generating source code objects compris- 
ing: 

a plurality of modeling tools; 
a plurality of model adaptors; 

a repository adaptor tool receiving logical models from 
the modeling tools, and translating the logical models 
into unified models by applying ones of the plurality of 
model adaptors to the logical models; 

a schema repository; 

a schema server receiving the unified models and storing 
the unified models in a schema repository; 

a plurality of templates each defining at least one service 
within a framework; 
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a code generator generating source code objects as a 
function of ones of the templates, and ones of the 
unified models. 

9. The system of claim 8 wherein said schema repository 
comprises said unified models, each comprising at least one 5 
Unified Modeling Language (UML) element. 

10. The system of claim 8 wherein each of said plurality 
of templates comprises at least one JavaScript element. 

11 . The system of claim 8 wherein said source code obj ect 
comprises at least one interface definition language element. 

12. The system of claim 8 further comprising: 

a data server providing query services, wherein the data 
server receives at least one of said source code objects 
and at least one of said unified models, and further is 
receives an object oriented query. 

13. The system of claim 12 further comprising: 

a database, wherein the data server retrieves data from the 
database as a function of said object oriented query. 
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14. The system of claim 13 further comprising: 

a client application generating said object oriented query. 

15. The system of claim 14 further comprising: 

an object request broker for communicating said object 
oriented query from said client application to said data 
server. 

16. The system of claim 8 wherein said framework 
comprises Java RMI. 

17. The system of claim 8 wherein said framework 
comprises an Object Management Group (OMG) frame- 
work. 

18. The system of claim 8 further comprising another 
plurality of templates each defining at least one service 
within another framework. 

19. The system of claim 18 further comprising another 
template defining a custom service. 

20. The system of claim 8 further comprising another 
template defining a custom service. 

# * * + * 
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